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Armada up the English Channel as far as the
Netherlands, where Parma would be ready with a
magnificent Spanish army waiting aboard troop-
ships for safe conduct into England. The Spanish
regulars could then hold London up to ransom or
burn it to the ground. So far, so good. But
Philip, to whom amphibious warfare remained an
unsolved mystery, thought that the Armada and
the Spanish army could conquer England without
actually destroying the English fleet. He could
not see where raids must end and conquest must
begin. Most Spaniards agreed with him. Parma
and Santa Cruz did not. Parma, as a very able
general, wanted to know how his oversea communi-
cations could be made quite safe. Santa Cruz,
as a very able admiral, knew that no such sea road
could possibly be safe while the ubiquitous English
navy was undefeated and at large. Some time or
other a naval battle must be won,, or Parma's
troops, cut off from their base of supplies and sur-
rounded like an island by an angry sea of enemies,
must surely perish. Win first at sea and then on
land, said the expert warriors, Santa Cruz and
Parma. Get into hated England with the least pos-
sible fighting, risk, or loss, said the mere politician,
Philip, and then crush Drake if he annoys you.